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Third Sunday of Easter 
Sunday 18th April, 2021 

 

 
www.stjamesdundas.ca 

 
TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Saint James Church acknowledges that the land upon which we gather is 
the traditional territory of the Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe. This 

territory is covered by the Upper Canada Treaties and is directly 
adjacent to Haldimand Treaty territory. We seek a new relationship with 
the Original Peoples of this land, one based in honour and deep respect. 
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Welcome to this time of worship 
We gather as a community online, joined by the Spirit of God with 
one another as we hear scripture, sing praise, respond in prayer 
and celebrate and spiritually receive God’s sacraments.  
 
As you prepare to worship, in your space, make yourself 
comfortable and attentive to God’s presence. Be still and quiet if 
your space allows. You may want to light a candle as a symbol 
that you are setting aside this time to join with your community of 
faith and receive the presence of Christ. 
 
As we gather, a prelude is offered. 

Prelude: Prelude-Choral Denis Bedard 
 
Adagio in E.    Frank Bridge 

 
Hymn: 
He comes to us as one unknown, 
a breath unseen, unheard; 
as though within a heart of stone, 
or shriveled seed in darkness sown, 
a pulse of being stirred. 
 
He comes when souls in silence lie 
and thoughts of day depart; 
half-seen upon the inward eye, 
a falling star across the sky 
of night within the heart. 
 
He comes to us in sound of seas, 
the ocean's fume and foam; 
yet small and still upon the breeze, 
a wind that stirs the tops of trees, 
a voice to call us home. 
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He comes in love as once he came 
by flesh and blood and birth; 
to bear within our mortal frame 
a life, a death, a saving Name, 
for every child of earth. 
 
He comes in truth when faith is grown; 
believed, obeyed, adored: 
the Christ in all the Scriptures shown, 
as yet unseen, but not unknown, 
our Saviour and our Lord. 
 
 
Welcome and Annoucements. 
 
One:  Christ is Risen! Alleluia!  
All:  He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
  
One:  In his resurrection he has scattered the darkness  
All:  We follow his light  
 
One:  He has conquered death  
All:  We share in his life  
  
One:   and as we gather in worship today,  

may God give us the vision of a new creation  
All:  and may it inspire and recreate us  Amen!  
 

The Collect 
One: Almighty Father, 

who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples 
with the sight of the risen Lord: 
give us such knowledge of his presence with us, 
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that we may be strengthened and  
sustained by his risen life 
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All: Amen. 

 
Proclamation of the Word 

 
A READING:  (1 John 3.1-7) 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called 
children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world 
does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are 
God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, 
for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him 
purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
 
Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is 
lawlessness. You know that he was revealed to take away sins, 
and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; no one 
who sins has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no 
one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, 
just as he is righteous. 
 
 Holy Wisdom, Holy Word, 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel (Luke 24.36b-48) 
Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

Cantor: Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name. 

 

Jesus is Lord of all the earth, 
he is the king of creation.  Refrain 

 
One: God be with you 
All: and also with you 
 
One: Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to Saint John. 
All: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 
While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among 
them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ They were startled 
and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said 
to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in 
your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. 
Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as 
you see that I have.’ And when he had said this, he showed them 
his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving 
and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here to 
eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate 
in their presence. 
 
Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you 
while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the 
law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 
day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
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proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. 
 
One: The Gospel of Christ 
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
Cantor: Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name. 
Come let us praise the living God, 
Joyfully sing to our saviour! Refrain 

 
 
The Sermon  
(A talk reflecting on the readings we have just heard) 

 
 
The Prayers of the People 
The response to the prayers is… 
One: God of love, 
All: Hear our prayer 

 
 
The Confession and Absolution 
One: Jesus Christ, risen and triumphant Lord, 
 We come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
 And confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 

We have lived by our own strength, 
And not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 

All: Lord hear us and help us. 
 
One: We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 

As faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 

All: Lord hear us and help us. 
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One: We have lived for this world alone, 

And doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 

All: Lord hear us and help us. 
 
One: May the God of love and power, 

Forgive you and free you from your sins, 
Heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
And raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 
 
 
The Peace (please stand as you are able and comfortable) 
One: The Peace of Christ be always with you 
All: And also with you 
 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN 
The kingdom of God is justice and joy; 
For Jesus restores what sin would destroy. 
God's power and glory in Jesus we know; 
And here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow. 
 
The kingdom of God is mercy and grace; 
The captives are freed, the sinners find place, 
The outcast are welcomed God's banquet to share; 
And hope is awakened in place of despair. 
 
The kingdom of God is challenge and choice: 
Believe the good news, repent and rejoice! 
God's love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross: 
Our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss. 
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God's kingdom is come, the gift and the goal; 
In Jesus begun, in heaven made whole. 
The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call; 
And all things cry "Glory!" to God all in all. 
 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 
The prayer over the gifts: 
One: Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ, 
 Our risen high priest: 
 Make yourself known in the breaking of bread. 
All: Amen. 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving: 
One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you.                   

 

One: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

One: Let us give thanks to the Living God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

The priest continues the prayer…. 
  
… and singing: 

All: O Holy, holy, holy God, 
 O God of time and space 
 All earth and sea and sky above  

Bear witness to your grace 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven, 

Creation sings your praise 
And blessed is the one who comes 
And bears your name always. 
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…the priest continues the prayer…. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
 

All: Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again. 
Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again. 
 
 

…the priest continues the prayer, concluding with… 
All: Amen! Amen! O Holy One! 
 Hosanna and Amen! 

Amen! Amen! O Holy One! 
 Hosanna and Amen! 
 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
One: As Christ taught us, we pray together; 
All: Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done 
On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread and forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom the power and the glory are yours 
Now and forever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 
One: We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 
All: Though we are many we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 
 
One: The gifts of God for the people of God, 
All: Thanks be to God 

 
Invitation to Spiritual Communion 
Priest:  Dear friends, 

I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be, 
to receive Christ,  
in communion with the saints, 

  and the gathering of God’s people,  
unseen and yet present with us now. 
Many are made one. 

Priest:  We receive you Lord Jesus Christ, 
All:  we welcome your presence in us, 
  and together proclaim our love for you; 
  with our hearts, minds, 

our souls and our strength, 
  with the saints we worship you, 
  with the angels we adore you, 
  with your whole Church we proclaim your reign. 
  Come to us, though many, 
  and make us one in you. Amen. 
 
Communion 
We receive communion spiritually in the silence of our own hearts and minds. 
One or more of the following prayers may be said…. 

One: I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
present in bread and wine, and present in your people,  
who are gathered in spirit. 
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In this moment I join with them to receive you in my heart, 
and in our community. 

 May you, enthroned on the altar,  
be now enthroned in my heart, 

 may you, present in bread and wine, 
feed and renew my soul, 

 may you, who gives yourself to us again,  
fill us with grace, and heavenly blessing. 
Even as I am fed, may my hunger for you and for your reign of 
justice and peace increase, 
that I may, with your Spirit, work for that day when your 
kingdom shall come on earth as it is heaven. Amen. 

Or  
 
One: Come Lord Jesus and make in my heart  

your dwelling place and home. 
 I seek to love you with all my heart, mind, soul and strength,  

and so, through your presence in bread and wine 
I receive you afresh and praise you for you are my God. 

 As you fill me, so may my love for you and for all your people, 
 rise and overflow, that with joy and thanksgiving, 
 I may serve you in the world you love. Amen. 
Or 
 
One:  Jesus, I believe that you are present with us in the sacrament 

of bread and wine.  
I love you and I desire your presence afresh in my life.  
Since I cannot now receive the bread and wine of the altar, 
come spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace you and unite myself to you;  
Never let me be separated from you.1 

Or 
 
One: Holy Jesus we receive you in this moment, 
 giving you thanks and praise that you make yourself present  

to all your people in the bread and wine of the Eucharist. 

 
1 Based on a prayer by St. Alphonsus Maria de’ Liguori 
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 Transform our hearts that we may  
shine as your light in dark places;  
Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 
Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 
Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; 
Where there is sadness, joy. 

 And this all, in love for you. Amen. 

Or 

One: O Loving God,  in union with Christian people throughout the 
world and across the centuries gathered to make Eucharist, 
hearing your holy Word and receiving the Precious Body and 
Blood of your dear Son, I offer you praise and thanksgiving. 
Even while separated from tasting the Bread of Heaven and 
drinking the Cup of Life I pray that you will unite me with all 
the baptised and with your Son who gave his life for us.  
Come Lord Jesus, dwell in me and send your Holy Spirit that I 
may be filled with your presence. 
Jesus, as the hem of your garment, touched in faith, healed 
the woman who could not touch your body, so may the soul of 
your servant be healed, for though I cannot receive you in the 
sacrament I can, through this offering of my prayer, receive 
you in my heart; grant this for Christ’s sake. Amen. 2 

 
Prayers recommended for use by children: 

One: Holy Jesus, thank you for loving us, 
and thank you for the holy bread and wine that reminds us 
that you are always with us. 
Come and live in our hearts, 
so we may know your love, 
and love others too. Amen. 

Or 

 
2 Adapted from a service of Spiritual Communion, Diocese of Chelmsford, Church of 

England 
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One: Jesus, you remind us in bread and wine  
that you are near to us. 

 Bring me nearer to you every day, 
 and let me carry you in my heart, 
 to share your love with the world you made. Amen. 

Or 

One: Lord Jesus, thank you that you are always with me, 
I pray that you would remind me  
to welcome you to share every day with me. 

 Thank you for loving me. 
I want to say that I love you too. 

Or 

One: Jesus, I want to follow you: 
 to see you more clearly; 

love you more dearly; 
 and follow you more nearly. 
 So come into my heart, 
 so that we may share life together. Amen 

 
 
COMMUNION HYMN: 
I Am The Bread The Bread Of Life; 
Who Comes To Me Will Never Hunger. 
I Am The Bread, The Bread Of Heaven; 
Who Feeds On Me Will Never Die. 
And As You Eat, Remember Me, 
My Body Broken On The Tree: 
My Life Was Given To Set You Free, 
And I’m Alive For Evermore. 
 
I Am The Vine, The Living Vine; 
Apart From Me You Can Do Nothing. 
I Am The Vine, The Real Vine: 
Abide In Me And I In You. 
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And As You Drink, Remember Me, 
My Blood Was Shed Upon The Tree: 
My Life Was Given To Set You Free, 
And I’m Alive For Evermore. 
 
So Eat This Bread And Drink This Wine, 
And As You Do, Receive This Life Of Mine. 
All That I Am, I Give To You, 
That You May Live For Evermore. 
 
 
 
Prayer after Communion 
One:  Father of all,  
All:  we give you thanks and praise, 
  that when we were still far off,  

you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
  Dying and living, he declared your love, 
  gave us grace and opened the gate of glory. 
  May we who receive Christ’s presence,  

live his risen life and bring life to others, 
and may we whom the Spirit lights give light to 
the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.3 

 
 
 
 
 

 
3 Adapted from Common Worship, Church of England, Holy Communion Order One. 
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Doxology  

All: Glory to God, whose power working us can do infinitely 
more than we can ask or imagine, 
Glory to God from generation to generation 
in the church and in Christ Jesus, 
Forever and ever, Amen! 

 
 
The Blessing 
One:  God gives us new life  
All:  Amen! We claim its potential.  
 

One:  God offers us a new beginning  
All:  Amen! We affirm resurrection.  
 

One:  God beckons us to the vision of a new creation  
All:  Amen! We take our next step.  
 

One:  God of new life, bless us, and lead us,  
in the name of the Giver of life, the Risen Christ, the life-
changing Spirit.  

All: Amen!  

 
 
Dismissal 
One:  Go in peace to love and serve the risen Lord! Alleluia! 
All: Thanks be to God! Alleluia! 
 

A Hymn and Voluntary conclude our time of worship… 
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Hymn 
Go to the world! Go into all the earth. 
Go preach the cross where Christ renews life’s worth, 
Baptizing as the sign of our rebirth. 
Alleluia! 
 
Go to the world! Go into ev’ry place. 
Go live the Word of God’s redeeming grace. 
Go seek God’s presence in each time and space. 
Alleluia! 
 
Go to the world! Go struggle, bless and pray. 
The nights of tears give way to joyous day. 
As servant Church you follow Christ’s own way. 
Alleluia! 
 
Go to the world! Go as the ones I send, 
For I am with you till the age shall end, 
When all the hosts of glory cry “Amen!” 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
Voluntary: Trumpet Tune in D major.   David N. Johnson 
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