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FEAST OF THE ASCENSION 
Sunday 16th May 2021 

 

 
www.stjamesdundas.ca 

 
TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Saint James Church acknowledges that the land upon which we gather is 
the traditional territory of the Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe. This 

territory is covered by the Upper Canada Treaties and is directly 
adjacent to Haldimand Treaty territory. We seek a new relationship with 
the Original Peoples of this land, one based in honour and deep respect. 



2 

 

Welcome to this time of worship 

We gather as a community online, joined by the Spirit of God with 
one another as we hear scripture, sing praise, respond in prayer 
and celebrate and spiritually receive God’s sacraments.  
 
As you prepare to worship, in your space, make yourself 
comfortable and attentive to God’s presence. Be still and quiet if 
your space allows. You may want to light a candle as a symbol 
that you are setting aside this time to join with your community of 
faith and receive the presence of Christ. 
 
 
As we gather, a prelude is offered. 
  
  
Hymn: 
Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia!  
to his throne beyond the skies. Alleluia!  
Christ, the Lamb for sinners given, Alleluia!  
enters now the highest heaven. Alleluia!  
 
There for him high triumph waits; Alleluia!  
lift your heads, eternal gates. Alleluia!  
He has conquered death and sin; Alleluia!  
take the King of glory in. Alleluia!  
 
Highest heaven its Lord receives; Alleluia!  
yet he loves the earth he leaves. Alleluia!  
Though returning to his throne, Alleluia!  
still he calls us all his own. Alleluia!  
 
See he lifts his hands above, Alleluia! 
See! He shows the prints of love, Alleluia! 
Hark! His gracious lips bestow, Alleluia! 
Blessings on his church below. Alleluia! 
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Still for us he intercedes; Alleluia! 
His prevailing death he pleads, Alleluia! 
Hear himself prepares our place, Alleluia! 
He the first-fruits of our race. Alleluia! 
 
Lord though parted from our sight, Alleluia! 
Far above the starry height, Alleluia! 
Grant our hearts may thither rise, Alleluia! 
Seeking thee above the skies. Alleluia! 

 
 
Welcome and Announcements 

The Lighting of the Candle of Hope 
 
 
The Gathering 
One:  God has gone up with a shout!!  
All:  The Lord with the sound of a trumpet.  
  
One:  Grace, mercy and peace  

from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

All:  And also with you.  
 
One:  Dear friends in Christ, for forty days we have been 

celebrating with joyful hearts the resurrection our Lord 
Jesus Christ, his bursting from the tomb and his defeat of 
the power of sin and death. He appeared to his disciples 
many times and told them about the kingdom of God. 

 
Today we recall how he left this earth and returned to his 
Father, ascending into heaven  to take his throne over all 
dominions and powers. Trusting in his reign over all 
creation and submitting to his loving rule, let us hear 
celebrate the story of his parting. 
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The Collect 
One: Risen Christ, 

you have raised our human nature  
to the throne of heaven: 

 Help us to seek and serve you, 
 That we may join you at the Father’s side, 
 Where you reign with the Spirit in glory, 
 Now and forever. 
All: Amen. 

 
Proclamation of the Word 

 
A READING:  (Acts 1.1-11) 
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and 
taught from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to 
heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented 
himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to 
them over the course of forty days and speaking about the 
kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to 
leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. 
‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; for John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 
days from now.’ 
So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this 
the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, 
‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has 
set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.’ When he had said this, as they were watching, he was 
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was 
going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two 
men in white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, 
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why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way 
as you saw him go into heaven.’ 
 Holy Wisdom, Holy Word, 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel (Luke 24.44-53) 
Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel. 

Cantor: Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name. 

 

Jesus is Lord of all the earth, 
he is the king of creation.  Refrain 

 
One: God be with you 
All: and also with you 
 
One: Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to Saint Luke. 
All: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 
Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you 
while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the 
law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 
day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am 
sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the 
city until you have been clothed with power from on high.’ 
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, 
he blessed them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from 
them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, 
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and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were 
continually in the temple blessing God. 
 
One: The Gospel of Christ 
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 
Cantor: Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name. 
Come let us praise the living God, 
Joyfully sing to our saviour! Refrain 

 
The Sermon  
(A talk reflecting on the readings we have just heard) 

 
 
The Prayers of the People 
The response to the prayers is… 
One: God of love, 
All: Hear our prayer 

 
 
The Confession and Absolution 
One: Jesus Christ, risen and triumphant Lord, 
 We come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
 And confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 

We have lived by our own strength, 
And not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 

All: Lord hear us and help us. 
 
One: We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 

As faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 

All: Lord hear us and help us. 



7 

 

 
One: We have lived for this world alone, 

And doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 

All: Lord hear us and help us. 
 
One: May the God of love and power, 

Forgive you and free you from your sins, 
Heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
And raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 
 
 
The Peace (please stand as you are able and comfortable) 
One: The Peace of Christ be always with you 
All: And also with you 
 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN 
Jesus is Lord! Creation's voice proclaims it,  
for by his power each tree and flower was planned and made. 
Jesus is Lord! The universe declares it – 
sun, moon and stars in heaven cry: `Jesus is Lord!' 
 
Jesus is Lord, Jesus is Lord!  
Praise him with alleluias,  
for Jesus is Lord.  
 
Jesus is Lord! Yet from his throne eternal  
in flesh he came to die in pain on Calvary's tree.  
Jesus is Lord! From him all life proceeding –  
yet gave his life a ransom thus setting us free. (Refrain) 
 
Jesus is Lord! O'er sin the mighty conqueror;  
from death he rose and all his foes shall own his name. 
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Jesus is Lord! God sends his Holy Spirit 
to show by works of power that Jesus is Lord. (Refrain) 
 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 
The prayer over the gifts: 
One: Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ, 
 Our risen high priest: 
 Make yourself known in the breaking of bread. 
All: Amen. 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving: 
One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you.                   

 

One: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

One: Let us give thanks to the Living God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

The priest continues the prayer…. 
  
… and singing: 

All: O Holy, holy, holy God, 
 O God of time and space 
 All earth and sea and sky above  

Bear witness to your grace 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven, 

Creation sings your praise 
And blessed is the one who comes 
And bears your name always. 

 
 

…the priest continues the prayer…. 
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Great is the mystery of faith: 
 

All: Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again. 
Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again. 
 
 

…the priest continues the prayer, concluding with… 
All: Amen! Amen! O Holy One! 
 Hosanna and Amen! 

Amen! Amen! O Holy One! 
 Hosanna and Amen! 
 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
One: As Christ taught us, we pray together; 
All: Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done 
On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread and forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom the power and the glory are yours 
Now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
Invitation to Communion 
One: We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 
All: Though we are many we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 
 
One: The gifts of God for the people of God, 
All: Thanks be to God 
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Invitation to Spiritual Communion 
Priest:  Dear friends, 

I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be, 
to receive Christ,  
in communion with the saints, 

  and the gathering of God’s people,  
unseen and yet present with us now. 
Many are made one. 

Priest:  We receive you Lord Jesus Christ, 
All:  we welcome your presence in us, 
  and together proclaim our love for you; 
  with our hearts, minds, 

our souls and our strength, 
  with the saints we worship you, 
  with the angels we adore you, 
  with your whole Church we proclaim your reign. 
  Come to us, though many, 
  and make us one in you. Amen. 
 
Communion 
We receive communion spiritually in the silence of our own hearts and minds. 
One or more of the following prayers may be said…. 

One: I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
present in bread and wine, and present in your people,  
who are gathered in spirit. 
In this moment I join with them to receive you in my heart, 
and in our community. 

 May you, enthroned on the altar,  
be now enthroned in my heart, 

 may you, present in bread and wine, 
feed and renew my soul, 

 may you, who gives yourself to us again,  
fill us with grace, and heavenly blessing. 
Even as I am fed, may my hunger for you and for your reign of 
justice and peace increase, 
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that I may, with your Spirit, work for that day when your 
kingdom shall come on earth as it is heaven. Amen. 

Or  
 
One: Come Lord Jesus and make in my heart  

your dwelling place and home. 
 I seek to love you with all my heart, mind, soul and strength,  

and so, through your presence in bread and wine 
I receive you afresh and praise you for you are my God. 

 As you fill me, so may my love for you and for all your people, 
 rise and overflow, that with joy and thanksgiving, 
 I may serve you in the world you love. Amen. 
Or 
 
One:  Jesus, I believe that you are present with us in the sacrament 

of bread and wine.  
I love you and I desire your presence afresh in my life.  
Since I cannot now receive the bread and wine of the altar, 
come spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace you and unite myself to you;  
Never let me be separated from you.1 

Or 
 
One: Holy Jesus we receive you in this moment, 
 giving you thanks and praise that you make yourself present  

to all your people in the bread and wine of the Eucharist. 
 Transform our hearts that we may  

shine as your light in dark places;  
Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 
Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 
Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; 
Where there is sadness, joy. 

 And this all, in love for you. Amen. 

 
1 Based on a prayer by St. Alphonsus Maria de’ Liguori 
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Or 

One: O Loving God,  in union with Christian people throughout the 
world and across the centuries gathered to make Eucharist, 
hearing your holy Word and receiving the Precious Body and 
Blood of your dear Son, I offer you praise and thanksgiving. 
Even while separated from tasting the Bread of Heaven and 
drinking the Cup of Life I pray that you will unite me with all 
the baptised and with your Son who gave his life for us.  
Come Lord Jesus, dwell in me and send your Holy Spirit that I 
may be filled with your presence. 
Jesus, as the hem of your garment, touched in faith, healed 
the woman who could not touch your body, so may the soul of 
your servant be healed, for though I cannot receive you in the 
sacrament I can, through this offering of my prayer, receive 
you in my heart; grant this for Christ’s sake. Amen. 2 

 
Prayers recommended for use by children: 

One: Holy Jesus, thank you for loving us, 
and thank you for the holy bread and wine that reminds us 
that you are always with us. 
Come and live in our hearts, 
so we may know your love, 
and love others too. Amen. 

Or 

One: Jesus, you remind us in bread and wine  
that you are near to us. 

 Bring me nearer to you every day, 
 and let me carry you in my heart, 
 to share your love with the world you made. Amen. 

Or 

 

 

 
2 Adapted from a service of Spiritual Communion, Diocese of Chelmsford, Church of 

England 
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One: Lord Jesus, thank you that you are always with me, 
I pray that you would remind me  
to welcome you to share every day with me. 

 Thank you for loving me. 
I want to say that I love you too. 

Or 

One: Jesus, I want to follow you: 
 to see you more clearly; 

love you more dearly; 
 and follow you more nearly. 
 So come into my heart, 
 so that we may share life together. Amen 

 
 
COMMUNION HYMN: 
Refrain: Eat this Bread, drink this Cup. 

Come to Me and never be hungry. 
Eat this Bread, drink this Cup. 
Trust in Me and you will not thirst. 

 
Cantor Verses: 

1. I am the Bread of Life, 
the true Bread sent from the Father. (Refrain) 

 
2. Your ancestors ate manna in the desert, 

but this is the Bread come down from heaven. (Refrain) 

 
3. Eat My flesh and drink My blood 

and I will raise you up on the last day. (Refrain) 
 

4. Anyone who eats this Bread will live forever. (Refrain) 
 

5. If you believe and eat this bread, you will have eternal life. 
(Refrain) 
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Prayer after Communion 
One:  Father of all,  
All:  we give you thanks and praise, 
  that when we were still far off,  

you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
  Dying and living, he declared your love, 
  gave us grace and opened the gate of glory. 
  May we who receive Christ’s presence,  

live his risen life and bring life to others, 
and may we whom the Spirit lights give light to 
the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.3 

 

Doxology  

All: Glory to God, whose power working us can do infinitely 
more than we can ask or imagine, 
Glory to God from generation to generation 
in the church and in Christ Jesus, 
Forever and ever, Amen! 

 

The Blessing 
(the priest prays for God’s blessing upon us all) 

 
Dismissal 
One:  Waiting expectantly for the promised Holy spirit, go in the 

peace of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
All: Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

A Hymn and Voluntary conclude our time of worship… 

 
3 Adapted from Common Worship, Church of England, Holy Communion Order One. 
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Hymn 

Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon the throne: 
hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own! 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died to be 
your Saviour and your matchless King 
through all eternity. 
 
Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o'er the grave, 
and rose victorious in the strife 
for those he came to save. 
His glories now we sing 
who died and rose on high, 
who died eternal life to bring, 
and lives that death may die. 
 
Crown him the Lord of peace whose power a sceptre sways 
from pole to pole that wars may cease 
absorbed in prayer and praise. 
His reign shall know no end;  
and round his pierced feet, 
Fair flowers of paradise extend  
their fragrance ever sweet. 
 
Crown him the Lord of love; Behold his hands and side, 
Rich wounds yet visible above,  
in beauty glorified. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
For thou has died for me; 
Thy praise shall never, never fail  
throughout eternity. 
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